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the writer has given a full account of the primitive methods
employed by the Bakitara in mining, smelting, and working
the metal. A curious custom was observed when the block
of stone which was to serve a smith as an anvil was brought
from the quarry to the house. It was called a bride and was
treated as such by the smith and his wife. It was veiled as a
bride and brought in with singing and dancing as in a marriage
procession ; the husband told his wife that he had brought a
second wife home to help her in the house and with the family,
and he sprinkled the stone with grain and water that it might
bear many children.